companies with respect to rates charged. As outlined
in its Comments, Arch has discovered that, in some
instances, it is assessed charges for telephone numbers
that are as much as 34 times higher than those assessed
to cellular carriers.?’ Such disparate charges,
frequently assessed without any cost justification
data, clearly damage the competitive viability of
paging companies vis-a-vis broadband CMRS providers.
24. The Commission has plenary jurisdiction
over telephone numbers, as the intrastate and
interstate components of telephone numbers are
inseverable. The Commission has the authority to
prohibit unjust and unreasonable rates and
discrimination in connection with the provision of
telephone numbers. Discrimination in the charges
assessed for telephone numbers, as well as the
exorbitant recurring charges assessed by some LECs,
have an adverse impact on NCMRS providers’ ability to
compete with broadband CMRS carriers. Although not a
solution in and of itself, prompt Commission action
with respect to telephone numbers charges would at

least provide a level playing field between competitors

35/ These exorbitant charges are assessed by

Sprint/Carolina Telephone in North Carolina
(paging companies pay $24.00 per month for 100
telephone numbers; cellular carriers are charged
$7.00 per month for 1000 numbers) .
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and reduce the exorbitant portion of paging company
costs that are comprised of interconnection payments.
V. Conclusion

WHEREFORE, for the foregoing reasons, Arch
respectfully requests that the Commission adopt Arch’s
recommendations set forth in its initial Comments and
these Reply Comments.

Respectfully submitted,

ARCH COMMUNICATIONS GROUP, INC.

By: C:&éiéézzx;&i;)77c(Z%A¢10v4\, A

Carl W. Northrop
Christine M. Crowe

Its Attorneys
Paul, Hastings, Janofsky

& Walker
1299 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
10th Floor
Washington, D.C. 20004-2400
(202) 508-9500

March 25, 1996
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